LP. BIB 223 Philosophy of Living.  14.1
Objective: To identify the biblical principles for the issues surrounding sexual identity and expression.

Introduction: In our time we need Biblical wisdom to address the different issues of sexuality.—Think of how many in our society would answer these questions:
· What is wrong with two consenting adults enjoying a sexual relationship? (“friends with benefits”)
· What could be wrong with living out the sexual identity (orientation) that one is “born” with?
· What could be wrong with adolescents exploring their sexuality as long as there was no abusive or unhealthy behavior involved, and unwanted consequences were minimized?
· More on the cultural landscape: Rae, pp. 270-271.

Further: There are two questions we need to identify and set aside for today (maybe we will come back to them):
· How can we address people we love whose life-style is different from ours in a wholesome and redemptive way?
· How do we as Christians process the issues involved in the current effort to sanction gay marriage?  

Getting “real” {Rom. 12.1-2}: How much has our culture influenced our thinking on these issues so that it is hard to even have a reasonable discussion about them?

· Biblical Principles (OT)
· Sexuality is the creation of God.
· As such it is “good” and beneficial if enjoyed within the bounds laid down by God.

Detail: The Good and the Bad according to the Bible.
· The Good: Gen. 2. > beauty; naked and unashamed.  Song of Songs. > passionate and erotic—if true love is present-!  > What’s that? See S.S. 8.6-7.
Discussion: According to the Gen. account, what is the purpose of the sex act?  > Let’s look: 1) Gen. 1.27-28: male + female = fruitfulness (a mandate to multiply and fill the earth). 2) Gen. 2.23-25: compatibility and companionship; sex (literally “one flesh” relationship) enhances the marriage relationship (sex is for marriage only).—Sex is the gift of a creative and holy God.  The proper expression and use of this gift begins with God and His purposes.

· The Bad: Gen. 13.13;18.16-21; 19.1-11; ch. 34 (rape); ch. 38 (adultery); Lev. 18.22; 20.13.
Discussion: These passages illustrate how sexual mis-practice (fornication) is always destructive, but that God’s redeeming grace is the answer.  Both the men of Sodom and Judah and David are sexual sinners in this story.  The Heb. words used in Lev. for incest, homosexual acts, and bestiality are zima, toeba*, and tebel.  These terms are usually translated “infamy” or “depravity,” “abomination,” or “utter confusion.”  They refer to acts that are a complete violation of the intentions of God for humanity.  Our word “sodomy” is from the Gen. passages.  Other examples: 2 Sam. 11-12 > adultery; Rev. 17 > the “great whore” – “Girl(s) gone wild” {She is ultimately destroyed by her “pimps”}.
*“Within the OT toeba refers to something in the human realm that is ethically abhorrent, either as an idea or as an action; above all is it irreconcilable with Yahweh, contrary to His character and His will as an expression of that character …” (TDOT 15:602).


     




· More Principles (NT)
· Rom. 1.26-27.  Sexual misbehavior that is against nature (contrary to the design of God, as it can be learned from nature)—out of control; “given up” to the consequences of their own behavior.

· We are a “body” = flesh + spirit; and we have been redeemed or bought by the act of Christ, so we are to “glorify God in our bodies.”  1 Cor. 6.12-20.
Conclusion: Fornication is a sin against our body (all of us: flesh and spirit).  The redeemed person is not defined by her/his sexuality.—We are defined by God’s Spirit.

· Homosexuality.  See Rae, pp. 279-285.
· Rae, p. 279: “The discussion on the morality of homosexuality has shifted somewhat ….”  > What does this mean?  Do Christians need the support of culture in order to define and maintain their convictions?  Why are even Christians divided over this issue?—On the other hand, is here a difference between a person’s civil rights and their moral standing (before God and His church)?

Detail: On p. 280 (box), Rae gives a helpful discussion of the position of the Metropolitan Community Church on homosexuality.  As we think about their understanding of key passages, we need to formulate our answers.  Is their interpretation correct?
· Defining the term homosexual:  > We need to be precise.
“true homosexual” – inverted desire; prefers only members of the same sex > “orientation.”
bisexual – able to be sexually attracted to either sex.
situational homosexual – some homosexual experience; not persistent desire; seeks to meet emotional needs or simply for pleasure.

· Myths about homosexuality:
“They (males) are all effeminate.”
“They are all promiscuous.”
“It is simply a choice.”
“Only those attracted to the arts are homosexual.”

· The Causes of Homosexuality:  > How (really) does a person acquire a disposition toward homosexuality?
Quote: “No single, specific cause can be pinpointed with any precision ….”  > There are arguments on both sides of the “nature vs. nurture” debate.  > Note the other points Rae makes on pp. 281-282.

Comment: There will not always be clear indications in a person’s life that accounts for their sexual preferences.  The Bible portrays the world we live in as broken or distorted by sin.  So, in such a world not everything we want will be good.  Study the following passages: Gen. 3.16-19 (sin’s pervasive consequences); Eccl. 1.15 (some things in life are “crooked”); Rom. 8.19-21 (the creation has been “subjected to futility … in hope” of being set free…).

· The Biblical Perspective and the Christian Response
· The Bible (Old and New Testaments) clearly condemns homosexual sex acts (orientation-?).  See Rae pp. 282-283 for the key texts and discussion.
· The question is, What do these passages condemn specifically?
Interpretations:
· Homosexual male prostitution: Idolatry is main problem; ancient pagans employed both hetero- and homosexual prostitutes in the worship of their deities.
· Heterosexuals engaging in homosexual acts: People are expected to live according to their “orientation.”
· Perverse or abusive (pederasty) homosexual acts are condemned, not those that are loving and respectful between consenting adults.
· All forms of homosexual activity are condemned: Nature and God’s design from creation are the basis for human sexual behavior, and only heterosexual behavior fits.

· But which interpretation best fits what the key texts say?
Discussion: In Rom. 1.26-27 and 1 Cor. 6.9-10 Paul clearly condemns all expressions of homosexual behavior: male and female; homosexual partners playing the role of the female (Gr.: malakoi); and the male (Gr.: arsenokoitai).  

· Further Discussion (See Rae, pp. 283-284):
· Homosexuality is not worse than other sins.
· The Bible condemns behavior, not desire.
· By the power of the Spirit Christians are to control their desires.  We can, and as the ancient Corinthians (1 Cor. 6.11) can be “washed, sanctified, justified.” > What do these terms mean?

· A Christian response, inspired by the example of Jesus
· WWJD?  {How did He treat sinners?}
Consider: love and acceptance; respect and honesty; challenge and support.




LP. BIB 223 Philosophy of Living  14.2
Objective: To define principles and explore applications for Biblical business practices.

· Let’s go over what is due: May 2, Brouwer essay # 3.
· Final Exam: Tuesday, May 7, 10:15 – 12:15; and 3:15 – 5:15 pm.
· Let’s read from Rae, pp. 329-330.  This is the context in which Christians must live their economic lives.

Introduction: Is “business” ethics an oxymoron?  Must we leave our ethical standards at church or home in order to survive in the business world?—Our discussion today is for everyone who will be in business as well as everyone who will do business.—Everyone!—How do Christians operate a business?  See Rae, p. 343, and the account of Ray Kroc.—How we address this area of our lives is of utmost importance as far as our loyalty to Christ is concerned.  Jesus talked about money more than any other ethical issue.  In Rev. chs. 17-18 the “great Harlot” seduces the world with her delights, which are primarily the opportunities to make money and become rich.  > What challenges do Christians face in America today? 

· In groups, let’s discuss these questions.  Let’s see if we can come to a consensus. You are: 
1) An employee: How does Jesus want you to act as an employee?
· How should you conduct yourself on the job? Do you let people know that you are a Christian?  How?
· How do you negotiate salary and benefits?
· Do you need time off to go to church?  Should you work on Sundays?

2) In business: How does Jesus want you to run your business?
· How will you treat your employees?
· How will you price your goods and services?
· How will you relate to your competitors?

· The Issues: What issues or problems do we confront as Christians in the American workplace?
See Rae, pp. 329 – 330.  Others?
· What ought to be the purpose that drives business from a Christian perspective?  (Is it merely to make more money than our competitors?)
· What are the responsibilities of businesses toward their employees, and the communities in which they live? 

· Biblical Perspectives
· General: See Rae p. 330.  There is much in the Bible.  But how is Biblical culture different from ours? >  See Rae, pp. 330-332.
Quote: “Today’s market economy makes it far easier to be wealthy and virtuous than did the agricultural subsistence economy of the ancient world” (Rae, p. 332).

Discussion: The Biblical ideal is based upon an agricultural society.  Since there was less wealth, vested in the hands of a few, the pursuit of wealth was fraught with problems.  When one person became wealthy (an excess of resources) it was usually at the expense of someone else.  Our economy is more diverse, providing many opportunities to make money, and allowing for more to participate in production and profit sharing.—But what principles are consistent?

Biblical Principles:  See Rae, pp. 332-335
· Is wealth evil?—Jesus calls it “unrighteous mammon.” 
Jesus warned: “You cannot serve God and mammon …” (Matt. 6.24).
· Listen to other warnings of Jesus:
“Woe to you who are rich….  Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth …. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God….  Take heed, and beware of all covetousness….  Sell your possessions, and give alms to the poor….  Give to everyone who begs from you; and of him who takes away your goods do not ask them again” (Lk. 6.24; Matt. 6.19; 19.24; Lk. 12.15, 33; 6.30).
· What does “mammon” mean?
Explanation: Mammon is an Aramaic term that refers to a rival god.  It is applied to money because money can easily assume the place of God in our lives.—The modern term “securities” for money has similar connotations.

· But does money have to become a rival god? > Let’s read Lk. 16.1-13.  What does Jesus mean?

· Discussion: Provide examples of what Jesus means when He teaches His followers to “make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous mammon” so that you may be received into eternal dwellings.

· “The Bible distinguishes the possession of wealth and the love of wealth” (Rae. p. 333).
· “To summarize ….” > Let’s read and discuss Rae’s conclusion on p. 333 (bottom).  > How does this conflict with the American value system and attitude toward “life, liberty, and the pursuit …”?

· A helpful reminder:
[bookmark: _GoBack]What can money not buy?
Consider: It is said that for money you can have everything, but you cannot….  You can buy
· Food, but not appetite.
· Medicine, but not health.
· Knowledge, but not wisdom.
· Glitter, but not beauty.
· Fun, but not joy.
· Acquaintances, but not friends.
· Servants, but not faithfulness.
· Leisure, but not peace.  
· You can have the husk of everything for money, but not the kernel.  – Arne Garborg.

Question: How can you have in life what you really want (and need)?

· Further, in the Biblical perspective, work has intrinsic value.  God made us to be productive, “co-creators.”  It is how we ideally, live out our calling in this world.  A satisfying, productive job is a gift from God.  See Eccl. 2.24-25.

· Now let’s read and discuss Rae’s principles on pp. 335-338.
· Any modifications or qualifications?
 
· Discussion: Rae, pp. 344-347, - “Good Ethics and Good Business”
· “… good ethics is always good business….” 
· Remember the “golden rule.”—How do you want to be treated as a customer or an employee?
· What is the great “myth”?—“The reality is that trust is the engine of the market economic system.”
· “Good business actually requires not just trust, but some other important virtues….

· Group Discussion Assignment.  Divide into groups, make notes, begin discussing.  {This will be a part of the final exam!}
Application: In groups answer the questions asked above. …

An employee: How does Jesus want you to act as an employee?
· How should you conduct yourself on the job? Do you let people know that you are a Christian?  How?
· How do you negotiate salary and benefits?
· Do you need time off to go to church?  Should you work on Sundays?

In business: How does Jesus want you to run your business?
· How will you treat your employees?
· How will you price your goods and services?
· How will you relate to your competitors?

What do you do?

· How does Jesus seek to restore the intention for humans from creation, and counter the effects of sin in the areas of care for life, sexuality, and money?

Let’s start on this today and report next time.

LP. BIB 223 Philosophy of Living  


BIB/PHI 223.  The Ethics of Jesus.    Christian Ethics for the Real World.      Name: ________________________

· About the final: Study Guide next time (?).  If you need to take the final early make sure to talk to the dean.

Comments:  Disciples of Jesus want to live the “Jesus lifestyle” in our confusing world.  We want to allow His teaching and example to influence us, and have the “salt and light” influence in our words as He taught.—But how can we?  …

· Divide into groups, make notes.  Keep this worksheet.  I will ask you to summarize your conclusions on the final exam.

1) The Ethics of Jesus

· Find a place in the Gospels where Jesus is teaching His disciples principles for making ethical decisions.  Write the passage.  Explain one principle Jesus taught in this passage.





· Find a place in the Gospels where Jesus is showing His disciples how to treat others.  Explain what Jesus is doing, and how is may serve as an example for us.





2) Application
In the Community
· You have been elected to a position on the local school board.  As a board member you will vote on decisions regarding what textbooks are used, what is taught, and what lifestyle and religious preferences are tolerated.  What do you do?  How do you vote?





At Church
· A homosexual couple comes to the church where you are an active member, and want to attend regularly, and have their child taught in your Bible class.  How should the leaders of the church respond?  How should you respond as a teacher of their child?




On the job
You are …

An employee: How does Jesus want you to act as an employee?
· How should you conduct yourself on the job? Do you let people know that you are a Christian?  How?


· How do you negotiate salary and benefits?


· Do you need time off to go to church?  Should you work on Sundays?


In business: How does Jesus want you to run your business?
· How will you treat your employees?


· How will you price your goods and services?


· How will you relate to your competitors?

