LP. BIB 212. NT Hist.: Rom – Rev.  8.1
Objective: Today we will look at the heart of Paul’s message.   We will look at the two letters in which Paul is explaining what he preaches to people when he introduces them to the gospel of Christ: Galatians and Romans.  Our purpose is to understand the heart of Paul's message as he develops it in response to the greatest challenges that he would face in his years of active ministry.

Introduction:  After talking about the background of these letters, let’s explore how they address two important questions:
-	What is our greatest problem?
-	What is God’s answer to the problem?
I. Paul's ministry: AD 54-57.
•	Acts chs. 19-20 document these very active years in Paul's life.
Let’s look at a map:  www.bible-history.com/maps
-	For much of it Paul is in Ephesus (2-3 yrs. Acts 19.10; 20.31); he is teaching, sending converts to other places in Asia, but also facing much opposition.
-	After leaving Ephesus Paul travels through Macedonia and Greece to visit the churches he has established, and collect money from these churches to be taken to the poor Jewish Christians in Jerusalem.—Finally, Paul spends three months in the province Achaia, and the city of Corinth, where he writes Romans, and perhaps Galatians.
•	During this time Paul must do three very important things:  
One, Paul must first defend his teaching against those who have attempted to undermine it.
Two, he also wants to successfully deliver the collection of money from the Gentile churches to the church in Jerusalem so that they will know they truly have Christian brothers and sisters in these Gentile churches.

Three, Paul also prepares for a trip to visit the church in Rome so that he might use them as a base of operations to establish a mission into the distant land of Spain (Rom. 15.22-29).
	What do you think Paul hopes to see accomplished through these efforts?  This is the vision of Paul.  Was it realized?  >> Stay tuned!

•	Paul writes Galatians and Romans during this time to accomplish these objectives:  See E-Y, pp. 256f & 279f.
	Let’s read the author’s invitation to Romans, pp. 256-257.
-	Galatians is written to churches in the province of Galatia who have come under the influence of Jewish Christian teachers from Jerusalem.  (Acts 15.1-5 represents their side of the argument.)  > What is a judaizer? (See E-Y, p. 283.)
-	Romans is a presentation of Paul's understanding of the gospel for the church in Rome; he wants them to understand so that they may have full fellowship with him as he goes from them to spread the gospel to the region of Spain.  Paul has also heard of problems that have developed between the Jewish and Gentile believers in this church (How can we be in the same church when we have different convictions on important matters? >> chs. 14-15).

Getting into Paul’s Argument:

THE PROBLEM: We are sinners 

•	According to Galatians.  Some have come to these Gentile believers and have told them that they must also be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses in order to be saved.   Paul says:
-	This is another “gospel.”
-	This is a false hope, because no one can be justified by keeping works of law.
-	Anyone who tries to be saved by keeping law has “fallen from grace” (5.4).
•	The Problem according to Galatians:

1.	Gal. 2.15-16.  We cannot be justified by keeping law. > But why?
2.	Gal. 3.10.  Because the only way to be justified by law is if we keep it…but we don’t!
•	Sin, according to Rom. 1.18-32.—God is wrathful toward people because we …
-	Suppress truth
-	Deny God’s existence
-	Worship the wrong things
-	Become consumed by unnatural, shameful passions
-	Degrade ourselves and destroy relationships

	Do we think like Paul when we identify our problems?  


LP. BIB 212. NT Hist.: Rom – Rev. 8.2
Objective: To explore the relevance of Romans.

Introduction: Everyone would agree that there are problems in the world.  But not everyone agrees what those problems are.—What do you think?  What are our most serious problems?

Let’s compare our answers with Paul’s.—We know how things look to us.  Paul wants to know how things look from God’s point of view.

•	According to Romans:  In chs. 1-3 Paul demonstrates that this gospel is sufficient for all because all stand equal before God.  > Let’s see how Paul defends this point.

	From your reading of the textbook, and Romans, can you explain Paul's argument in Rom. chs. 1-3?  See E-Y pp. 260-263.
-	Rom. 1.18-31.  Paul looks first at those who seem to be the farthest away from what God wants; they are under God's wrath.
	What is sin?—Sin is to transgress a law, or to fall short of what God wants.  We find God’s law in our conscience and in His word.
-	 Rom. 2.1-16.  Paul now speaks to the "good" people; they should not judge others because they also make mistakes.—Let’s read 2.14-16.  (All people know; some do right, some do not.  All will be judged on the basis of what they know through Jesus Christ.)
-	Rom. 2.17-3:8.  But what about Jews?  They, too, fail to keep the law that God has given to them!
-	Rom. 3.9-31.  Conclusion:  All are sinners, so there is one way for everyone to be saved: the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Read 3.21-26.
-	In ch. 7 Paul talks more about the law: the problem with the law is that we are too weak to keep it.
	Read Rom. 7.14-25.  Sound familiar?—Even when we want to do the right thing we do not do it!

	So why did God give the law in the first place? 
Two answers:
-	Rom. 3.20.  To expose our sin.  
-	 Gal. 3.19-29.  The law serves to (show us our need and to) lead us to Christ.   So Christ is the answer to our problem!  
>>>  Why?  Because Jesus can do for us what we cannot do for ourselves!!!—(Next time we will see what Paul says about that.)
•	Faith in the Gospel: Paul says God has revealed His plan to set things right in the gospel: Rom. 1.16-17. – “from faith to faith… the just shall live by faith”
-	In Rom. ch. 4 Paul illustrates the nature of faith.
	How do Abraham and Sarah illustrate that nature of faith.—Let’s look.  When did God reckon Abraham as righteous (v. 3)?  How did Abraham and Sarah conceive the child of promise (vv. 19-22)?
-	In Rom. ch. 8 Paul teaches what a difference the Spirit makes in the lives of those who receive Him (vv. 9, 13-14).

	How is “walking by the Spirit” different from simply obeying law?




LP. BIB 213 Rom-Rev.  
Objective: To hear Paul’s teaching about our sin problem and its solution.
	Let’s start by reading Rom. 3.21-24; 6.23; 8.8-9, 13-14; Gal. 5.16.
Introduction:  We have seen that the problem that all people have before God is serious.  By ourselves we have no ability to please God.  Why?  > Because of the natural weakness of our flesh: what we want and need we will satisfy in ungodly ways because we live in a world that is separated from God.  ---  Today we will talk about the answer to our problem.

On Sin:
-	Sin is … transgression; degrading passions; unnatural behavior; willful violations of moral norms.
-	The effects/consequences of sin are … guilt; personal degradation; destruction of self and others, death.

-	Why do we have such a problem with sin?  > We are weak.
-	How do Abraham and Sarah illustrate that nature of faith. > Had to trust in God’s power, not their own.
-	How is “walking by the Spirit” different from simply obeying law?  > In the Spirit my obedience is inspired by grace and empowered by the Spirit, not my own strength.
-	What purpose does law have in the life of a Christian?  > God’s is a guideline; it shows the life that God’s Spirit will empower within me.
-	According to these letters what does Christ do for sinful people?  > He is a “new Adam,” and a “husband” for those who trust Him.

THE ANSWER

A * The theme statement of Romans:  Rom. 1.16-17.  The gospel message is sufficient; it is God's power for those who believe.

	What is the gospel? (I.e., the facts about Jesus and what they mean for our salvation. See Rom. 1.2-4; 1 Cor. 15.2-4.)
•	To put it simply, we are saved by putting our faith in what Christ has done for us.  
-	But, the crucial question is, what has Christ done for us?  E-Y, p. 263: "But one thing is clear: Receiving Christ by faith makes a new mode of living possible."  But let's fine-tune this by looking at two important vv. 
	Let's discuss what Paul teaches in Gal. 2.16, and Rom. 3.21-22.  > It is because of the faithfulness of Christ that we are saved!  We are saved when we put our faith in what Christ has done for us!

Detail: Paul gives two powerful illustrations of what Christ does for us in Romans:
-	Rom. ch. 5.12-21.  He is a new Adam.
-	Rom. ch. 7.1-6.  He becomes a husband for those killed by the demands of law.
i.	Faith in Christ makes us a new people.
	But, what is faith?  Do you know where to look? What verses in Rom. / Gal. illustrate faith?

A * Let’s read Gal. 2.19-20. --  Further, in Rom. chs. 4-6 Paul explores further the need and nature of faith: it is trust in God's power when we are weak.  Abraham is Paul’s illustration of faith.  
-	Rom. 4.18-25.  They had a child by the power of God; they were as good as dead but God made them alive (i.e., empowered them to have children)
-	Gal. 4.21-31. The allegory of Sarah (free: bore a child by the power of God) and Hagar (slave: bore a child by the power of the flesh): We who put our faith in Christ are spiritual children of Sarah.
* This faith is further beautifully expressed when we share with Christ in His death and resurrection in the act of baptism.  See Gal. 3.23-27 (clothed with Christ), and Rom. 6.3-11 (buried and raised with Christ).
	What is the purpose of baptism?  (It is an act that signifies what in reality we want and are willing to allow God to do for us.  >> We want to end our life of sin, and we are willing for God to give us new life.)

A * And in Rom. 8 Paul explains that God gives us His Spirit to make us alive and to strengthen us to keep his ways.  See Rom. 8.10-17 (… putting to death the deeds of the body …).

A * Gal. 5.1-26. Freedom in the Spirit.   Faith in Christ sets us free, not for sin, but for love and righteousness.
ii.	But how?  > The Holy Spirit.  See 5.18, 25 (a new life in the Spirit should lead to walking by the Spirit, and the Spirit producing His fruit in our lives).

•	Rom. chs. 9-11
-	Ch. 9. God’s choice: based upon His sovereign grace, and our faith.
-	Ch. 10.  Christ, the goal of the law, and the life of faith.
-	Ch. 11. God’s victory and the olive tree: Jew and Gentile in one family of God.

	Can we answer the questions?

LP. BIB 132. NT Hist.: Rom-Rev.  8.3
Objective: Today we will introduce Paul's letters from prison.
Theme: Through adversity God teaches us things we could not learn otherwise.
	Study Guide posted.—Test Mon. Mar. 26.
•	Introduction:
-	In the mid and late 50's Paul is reaching the prime of his life and is doing his most effective ministry.  His churches are growing in spite of problems.
-	Though Paul faces opposition, he successfully defends himself and his message.
[bookmark: _GoBack]-	He is able to look now beyond the gentile mission to Asia and Greece to important missions to Jerusalem and Rome.
-	But in these most effective years Paul faces his greatest trial right at the point when he might have seen one of his greatest triumphs.
-	The result of this trial is that he is put into prison, where he remains for four years.

	AD 57 and beyond: What was Paul’s plan?

Paul’s Plan: 1) Defend his message; 2) Unification of Jew and Gentile; 3) A mission to Spain

•	Survey of the sources: 

	Rom. 15.22-32.  
-	Paul writes this enroute to Jerusalem from Corinth (see Acts 20.2-3).
-	 He wants to go on to Spain via the Roman church.
-	He is taking a collection from the gentile churches to the needy saints in Jerusalem; for Paul it is significant that the gentiles return material blessings for the spiritual blessings they have received. 
[Paul surely hopes that this offering will help solidify the relationship between the Jewish and gentile churches, and realize the truth of the gospel he proclaims.]

	What happens when good plans don’t work?
God’s Power vs. Human Weakness: prison ministry
	Acts:
-	Acts 20.1-6. Paul is traveling through Greece, and must evade a plot against him by the Jews.
-	Acts 20.16. Paul travels into Asia from where he hopes to travel to Jerusalem by Pentecost.
-	 Acts 21.7-14. Paul is warned by a prophet that he will be bound by the Jews in Jerusalem.
-	Acts 21.17-26. We learn in this passage that when Paul arrives in Jerusalem he finds resistant Jews (v. 21); James counsels him to participate in a temple ceremony to allay fears and prove his loyalty to the law. (Note that the collection is not mentioned.) 
-	Acts 21.27-36. The plan backfires, and Paul is accused of defiling the temple by taking gentiles into it; for this Paul is arrested.
-	Acts chs. 22-26. Paul defends himself and his ministry before Jews, and Roman officials (Felix, Festus, and Agrippa).  He says to Agrippa what he wants for all.  
Paul’s Defense:
23.6-11. Before the Sanhedrin
24.2-8.  A Jewish lawyer’s case against Paul
24.10-21.  Before governor Felix
25.1-12.  A Jewish plot, and Paul’s appeal to Caesar
26.2-29.  Before King Agrippa

-	Acts chs. 27-28.  Paul appeals to Caesar (Nero!) to have him decide his case (as is his right as a Roman citizen).   After a perilous sea voyage he arrives and preaches the gospel in Rome to all who will listen.

As Paul waits for his audience before Nero …

Acts 28.30-31. “He lived there two whole years at his own expense and welcomed all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.”

	What are the “Prison Letters”?

•	Paul's ministry in prison:
-	Acts tells us that Paul is in prison a total of four years: two in Caesarea, and two in Rome.
-	There are four letters in which Paul designates himself as a prisoner: Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, and Philippians. 
-	It is probable that for the first two years of his imprisonment (in Caesarea) Paul's pen is still; by the time he arrives in Rome he has adjusted to his life as a prisoner for the Lord, and finds that even in prison he can have a powerful ministry.

	What are the lessons that we can learn from this period of Paul's life? From adversity?
